Reading Climate Change Partnership – issues for inclusion in new Sustainable Community Strategy from 2011
Waste

· We are in the top 25% of local authorities for our recycling rates. The challenge - achieving
· Reading residents and businesses have the reputation of utilising waste as a resource.  
Land use development

· The flood plain around Reading will be preserved. There will have been no further development within the functional flood plain.
· Developer contributions are focussed on carbon reduction schemes.

· Green open space is preserved and extended.  More trees provide urban shading

Water

· Owners of all properties that lie within the flood plain are fully prepared and equipped for flooding. 
· Demand for water by Reading households and business is pro rata in the bottom decile in the country

· New homes are fitted with water meters and water saving devices a programme of retrofitting older housing stock is well advanced.

Transport

· The majority of people in Reading choose a low carbon method of transport

· The transport infrastructure is able to cope with extreme weather events.  
· Intelligent logistics networks are in place to ensure freight and goods are moved around the area easily
Health

· A low carbon diet, particularly through eating less meat, has had a positive effect on people’s health. Obesity levels and other related diseases are greatly reduced.
· Improved air quality has led to health benefits 
· We have realised the health benefits of having homes that are of a reasonable standard.

Food

· We are consuming more locally produced or regionally sourced seasonal food in Reading. 
· Less food is wasted.
Understanding & participation
· We have used LSP partner resources to build awareness and understanding amongst the public on Climate Change issues; domestic heating, transport, food, water, waste etc
· 90% of our schools are classed as ‘eco-schools’

Biodiversity

· The whole landscape is taken into account when considering new development so that opportunities for new habitat are maximised
· Both domestic and municipal gardens are seen as a network of green space where wildlife thrives
· The pressure from pollution is minimised so that wildlife can adapt to the changing climate

Built Environment

· We are seen as delivering leading edge development for new build and conversion 
· Emphasis on monitoring and enforcement of planning and building regulation requirements locally
· Office Development (wording as per discussion to be provided)
· Drive conversion of empty offices into affordable homes
Energy

· Something about developing best practice methods on influencing behaviour change and using incentives through LSP partners wherever possible e.g. Council Tax
· Using ‘pay as you save’ through FITs, efficiency savings and all available funding sources to bring about a massive uptake of low carbon energy measures (conservation and generation) in homes in all sectors and SMEs across Reading
· We have seen a large scale increase in community energy generation and distribution schemes across Reading e.g. turbines, district heating, combined heat and power, biomass and gas etc.    
Economy
· Local businesses achieve a good balance between prosperity and sustainability, by paying attention to the social and environmental value of the products and services provided and the impacts of their general operations

· Local residents enjoy an excellent work/life balance, having access to a wide choice of interesting work and flexible work patterns

· The area is a magnet for low carbon business and attracts people with relevant skills and expertise, creating a collaborative environment where innovation thrives

