PRESS RELEASE: 
CAMPAIGNERS COMMIT TO ACTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE
At a packed meeting on Thursday night, Reading groups campaigning to stop dangerous global warming were shocked at the revelations of political skulduggery that led to the failure of the UN summit on Climate Change in Copenhagen in December. 

The meeting, hosted by Reading International Solidarity centre, was shown a film put together from independent news reports and video footage from inside the Copenhagen conference centre by local Greenpeace campaigner, Graham Judd. 

Stunned by the pursuit of naked self-interest by rich countries like the US and the UK to protect corporate profits and continue indulgent lifestyles, Campaigners committed to radical action to help prevent resulting global temperature rises that could cause millions of deaths in continents like Asia and Africa. 
Greenpeace Berkshire organiser, Trish Whitham said “rich countries, led by the United States, are trying to tear up the legally binding Kyoto agreement to reduce greenhouse gasses and replace it with some vague political commitments that have no legal force. The UN climate panel itself has said that what is now on the table will result in devastating climate change for millions of people on the planet; in the UK we are not immune from this. It’s not surprising that people at the meeting were calling for radical direct action to stop new coal fired power stations in the UK and a third runway at Heathrow”
Despite the political failure, campaigners were inspired by the massive global citizens movement that the film showed sweeping across the world. Reading campaigners vowed to play their part in this global movement, supporting positive change and taking action to raise awareness of the need to change our lifestyles. 
Paul Harper from the Greater Reading Environmental Network said “now is the time for coordinated and concerted action to build understanding and help people who want to make positive changes. Our network exists to help groups work together and we are going to renew our efforts to bring together campaigners, faith groups and others concerned about the threat to our children and grandchildren’s future to take action ourselves and lobby for meaningful political action”.

Plans for political engagement start with the forthcoming general election and Greater Reading Environmental Network has already organised a Quiz the Candidates meeting for Reading West constituency, which will be chaired by the Bishop of Reading, Stephen Cottrell. Voters can quiz parliamentary candidates on Thursday 11 March, 7.30 p.m. at the Tilehurst Methodist Church, Church Road, Tilehurst.    
Editors Notes: 

1. Copenhagen: In December 2009 world leaders met in Copenhagen at a United Nations Climate Conference. These talks were the climax of several years negotiations to set new legally binding targets for the reduction of emissions that are causing global warming to take effect from 2012 when measures under the 1st phase of the Kyoto protocol run out. The talks also needed to secure realistic financial commitments from the industrialised countries to assist poorer countries with clean technologies and stop deforestation.
2. The Negotiations: UN negotiations are supposed to be democratic and inclusive, but from the start rich countries, including the UK, got together in secret cliques to produce draft proposals that fell far short of what is required to stop dangerous global warming that would devastate areas of the global south, particularly Africa and small island states. This led to increasingly acrimonious exchanges, particularly as the meagre financial assistance on offer from rich countries to help poor nations with new technology was made conditional upon accepting these inadequate targets for emissions reduction; this was described as blatant blackmail. 

3. The Outcome: As the US president arrived at the talks, with no agreement in sight, the United States and a handful of other nations drafted an ‘accord’ which was effectively forced on the assembly; take this or have nothing. Despite its rhetorical aspirations, the accord does not provide any legal framework, nor require any specific emissions reductions. Countries were supposed to submit their own proposed reductions by the end of January 2010, but the rich nations are now engaged in a Dutch auction to see who can get away with promising the least action. 
4. Greenpeace Berkshire is the local branch of Greenpeace active on all Greenpeace campaigns, including Climate Change, Forests, Oceans and Nuclear. Promoting sustainable solutions, campaigning to stop the 3rd runway at Heathrow and Kingsnorth coal-fired power station as well as local issues
5. Greater Reading Environmental Network (GREN) is a network of voluntary and community groups from across Reading taking action on sustainability, environment, planning and conservation issues. GREN now has nearly 30 member groups and enables them to have a collective voice and to lobby for action on the environment and sustainability. GREN’s new web site is under development and can be found at www.gren.org.uk 

6. Further information: 
Contact Tricia Whitham, Greenpeace Berkshire spokesperson Tel: 01635 41437 Email: twitham@coderz.co.uk
Contact Paul Harper, GREN spokesperson Tel: 0118 947 5961 

Email: harpypaul@yahoo.co.uk 
