Minutes for GREN members meeting held on 24th June 2010


Present: Paul Harper, Sunil Gandhi, Gabriel Berry, John Hoggett, Oonagh Keller, Owen Jewiss, John Booth, Summreen Sheikh, Graham Griffiths, Chin Yee.
1. Introductions and Apologies

Graham Griffiths for new member, Save Bath Road Reservoir, was welcomed and apologies were received from Ricky Josey. 
2. Members Round table
G.Griffiths (bath road reservoir campaign) – A public enquiry will be held around Sept/Oct. This will be between Thames water and RBC. We can support RBC against Thames Water in the enquiry: GG to post details on website. Also the campaign has a small community garden with chickens.

O.Keller (BCTV) – BCTV have funding from an Earley charity which they can use to fund activities across most of Reading (except West – see map http://www.earleycharity.org.uk/Map.aspx ). I.e. for councils, community groups and practical work.
S.Sheikh (RITE) – Is helping mosques with environmental issues.

J.Booth (FOE) – South East plan has been set aside by Con-Lib coalition. Do not know what is going to replace it. Wokingham Development Framework has been suspended for now.

Will also have to watch what development is proposed around J11 of the M4.

There will be a speaker on the subject of Waste at the next FOE meeting on 14th July.

O.Jewiss (Reading Christian Ecology Link) – Park URC is thinking of having a solar panel and bio-mass boiler installed. Joanna Laynesmith green blog is looked at a lot.

P.Harper (Food for families) This has lottery funding, now have 10 growing sites where parents and children learn to grow food together, located at schools, children centres, community centres etc. Also learn about sustainability of food supply (where it comes from) and health benefits and global economic impacts. 

G.Berry (Reading Energy Pioneers) – Are planning a second solar PV installation group project. Also are going to carry out solid wall insulation on one member’s property.
J.Hoggett (Rising Tide) – Considering stopping Rising Tide in Reading. The campaign to encourage offices and commercial property to switch lights off when not being used will need to be picked up by another group.

Forbury Fever/Waterfest event – How did the combined event effect Forbury Fever?

2010 was the first year that these two events were combined/held on the same day.

A lot of our friends did not visit. It was felt that there was not enough publicity for the Forbury Fever element. The event and stalls were good. Especially liked the music that was introduced this year.

Some people that went to Waterfest may not have come to Forbury Fever. It was felt that the road between the two festivals was too long. One idea to link the two events was to paint the road green between the two events. The flyers for Forbury Fever could have had specific details on them to attract more visitors.

It was mentioned that Earley green fayre had more visitors.

3. Membership and communications
Decided that Yahoo Groups email list is going to be closed at end of August.

The website will then be used for all communications.

The membership form for groups is easy to complete on the website.

Sunil to chase the groups to join on the website.

Chin to email individuals to encourage them to join.

Think about advertising to pay for ongoing maintenance of website. (Agenda item for next meeting).

Summreen suggested that we need to have social networking events. These would not be about the business of running the network, but will be an opportunity for people to share information about their group’s activities.

It was suggested that we could also have speakers to come and talk at our member events.

Summreen is going to host the first such event which will be sometime around the end of September.

4. GREN Projects
a) RBC Sustainable communities strategy and GREN’s Vision event

Part 2 is on 1st July. This vision will go to the Local Strategic Partnership event on 6th July which is looking at the new Sustainable Community Strategy. Paul has asked for comments on the draft which is on the GREN website
b) Reading Climate change partnership – Paul Harper attends these meetings on behalf of GREN. Paul reported that the RCCP had launched an initiative to get all local public bodies to sign up to the 10:10 campaign, but little seemed to be happening in practice on this. The RCCP had been focussing in the past couple of months on determining its own priorities for a new Vision for Reading. The current draft of this has been posted on the GREN web site for information and comment. 
c) Transport users forum – there is going to be a new local transport plan for 2011 to 2015. This forum is different from the climate change partnership (we cannot help form the decisions being made). It is a space where interested people can go and discuss the plan. Paul has raised this issue with the Local Strategic Partnership (which oversees the various partnerships) and with the previous lead councillor for Transport. Need to approach the new administration in Reading about how community input into the new Transport Plan will be facilitated – this is a key issue for a more sustainable town.  
Lead Councillor for Strategic planning and the environment is Richard Willis (Conservative)

Lead Councillor for Environment and Sustainability is Warren Swaine (Liberal Democrats)

4. GREN Finances

(a) Oonagh circulated an income and expenditure statement for GREN. This showed that we had a current surplus of £130.33.
(b) New signatories for GREN Co-operative Bank account. At this meeting dated 24th June 2010 members unanimously passed the Co-operative bank resolutions for a business account. The resolutions are attached to these minutes and signed by the chairman. 
Paul will submit these with the necessary forms to add Oonagh to the bank account signatories. 

The meeting closed at 9.40 pm. 
