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Community

Reading is a place with stable communities and less inequality, where people of all ages know and trust each other and feel engaged and empowered. Living and working locally, we understand and work collaboratively to meet our local needs. We measure our success in terms of contentment. 

Self Reliance

The people of Reading are individually and collectively more self-reliant in terms of clean energy generation, sustainable food growing and low carbon provision of local services and goods. 

Consumption and Commerce

In Reading independent shops and businesses are prioritised and supported to make our town more characterful and unique. In larger shops, local produce is highlighted and our people understand the limits and benefits of sustainable consumption. 
Transport

Within Reading most people travel by low carbon means, particularly through coherent linked up cycling routes. Motorised traffic on our highways is substantially less and travels at much lower speeds making them safe and enjoyable for cyclists and pedestrians of all ages. Public transport is clean and cheap and, where this cannot meet our needs, car sharing clubs are the main means of meeting motorised travel needs. 

Energy

The people and businesses of Reading understand the true costs and value of energy and conserve it through well insulated and efficiently heated homes, whilst businesses all have comprehensive energy management plans and accreditation. 

All new development incorporates local energy generation from renewable sources, most existing homes are fitted with solar electricity generation, solar hot water is widespread and a substantial proportion of our local energy needs are met through community based renewable generation projects. 

Housing 

Our people’s needs for decent housing have been met through truly affordable and secure accommodation, particularly using cooperative models. Empty buildings, including office blocks have been brought back into use to help meet this need and promote a ‘living’ town centre. 

Growth & Development
Reading is a town (not a city) whose development is organic, driven by local people not central government and focussed on meeting community needs rather than big business. Development has happened in an integrated and sustainable way, meeting the needs of vulnerable people (old and young), with green and open spaces protected and biodiversity enhanced. 



Vision for a Sustainable Reading











