PRESS RELEASE: 
READING DEMANDS GLOBAL ACTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE
Green groups across Reading have come together to issue an urgent call to the UK government for meaningful action to tackle the causes of dangerous Climate Change at a United Nations conference in December. 

Greater Reading Environmental Network (GREN) has organised a major public debate on the UN International Climate talks in Copenhagen with local MP Martin Salter, Jonathan Gregory, a leading Climate Scientist and the National Coordinator of the Campaign Against Climate Change, Phil Thornhill. 

John Hoggett, GREN spokesperson and local campaigner said “in just over 40 days time, talks about what could be the most important international agreement in human history come to a climax in Copenhagen, yet many people hardly know what they are about. GREN’s Calling Copenhagen! event is where the people of Reading can find out about these talks, the scientific facts about Climate Change and make their voice heard about what our elected politicians should be doing to tackle it”. 

Calling Copenhagen! will take place on Thursday 12 November, 7.30 p.m. at Reading International Solidarity Centre: 

· Professor Jonathan Gregory will talk about the latest predictions on the impacts of global Climate Change

· Phil Thornhill will speak on what are the essential measures needed to avoid the worst effects of Climate Change, globally and locally

· Martin Salter MP will put forward the UK Governments position and be asked to take Reading’s message back to the Prime Minister, Gordon Brown. 

John Hoggett added “this event is for the people of Reading to have their say, so there will be plenty of time for questions and real debate with our speakers”. 

GREN is calling on people and community groups across Reading to join in the Climate Change Message from Reading which will be sent to the Prime Minister after the debate on 12 November. The message can be found on GREN’s web site www.gren.org.uk 

Editors Notes: 

1. Copenhagen: On 7 December 2009 world leaders will meet in Copenhagen at a United Nations Climate Conference. These talks need to set new targets for the reduction of emissions that are causing global warming to take effect from 2015 when measures under the current Kyoto protocol run out. The talks also need to secure financial commitments from the industrialised countries to assist developing countries with clean technologies. The 1997 Kyoto protocol was a start, but the Copenhagen summit is crucial if we are to take serious action to avoid dangerous Climate Change.

2. Greater Reading Environmental Network (GREN) is a network of voluntary and community groups from across Reading with an interest in sustainability, environment, planning and conservation issues. GREN now has nearly 30 member groups and enables them to have a collective voice and to lobby for action on the environment and sustainability. GREN’s new web site is under development and can be found at www.gren.org.uk 

3. Climate Change Message from Reading has been drafted by GREN’s members and calls for urgent action on the imminent dangers of predicted Climate Change to the health and well-being of people, wildlife and the environment of Reading and the wider world through:

· A binding target of 40% cuts in carbon dioxide emissions by 2020 relative to 1990 levels in the rich industrialised nations and similar reductions in other greenhouse gasses;

· Emissions cuts to be made in our own countries and to apply to all economic sectors, in line with the origins of greenhouse gas emissions;

· Sufficient financial assistance to be offered to the developing countries to adapt to the impact of climate change and to adopt more sustainable paths of development. 

4. Further information: Contact John Hoggett, GREN spokesperson Tel: 0118 941 5144 

Email: hoggett1@hotmail.com 
