Your chance to have a say on the Localism Bill – take CDF’s survey today!
The Localism Bill unveils two new community rights – the Right to Challenge and the Right to Buy – that promise to radically alter the power and responsibilities of local people and community groups. But how will this play out on the ground? While the Bill itself includes the basics of the rights, it is the secondary legislation that thrashes out the nitty gritty details of how local people and groups will actually take them up.
The government is now running a consultation process that will allow community organisations and individuals to be able to have their say on how these new rights will operate. CDF has made it quicker and easier for you to participate in the consultation by designing two plain English surveys – one on each community right. We want to make sure that the voice of the voluntary and community sector organisations we work with are heard so that the new community rights take account of grassroots knowledge, experience and opinions. 

Click here to complete the survey!
About the surveys
Each survey should take around 30 minutes to complete. CDF will use your answers to inform our formal response to the consultation process. The surveys must be completed online, but if you would like to think about your answers in advance, a PDF version is available. The survey will be open until 5:00 pm on Tuesday 26 April 2011.
What is the Localism Bill?
The Localism Bill is part of the coalition government’s aim to build the Big Society. The Bill contains new rights for communities in local decision making and service provision, greater power and freedoms for councils, planning system reforms, and greater control to communities over housing decisions.
To learn more about the Localism Bill, read CDF’s briefing paper.
What is secondary legislation?
Secondary legislation – or regulations – fills in details of the bill and clarifies the new rights and responsibilities for communities and councils. A lot of the practicalities of how the bill will be implemented are included in the secondary legislation.
What is the community right to challenge?
The Right to Challenge is a chance for voluntary and community groups, charities, parish councils and local authority employees to express an interest in running all or part of a public service in their area.
What is the community right to buy? 
The Right to Buy allows any group or individual with a ‘local connection’ to nominate a building or piece of land in their area as an asset of community value. Ultimately the local authority decides what gets added to list, but when these assets come up for sale, local community groups will be able to bid alongside others to buy them.
If you have any questions, please contact CDF at localismsurvey@cdf.org.uk
