Responses to GREN member survey carried out November 2011

1. What would you like to see GREN do more off? (13 responses)

Community activities
Less 1

Same 4

More 7

Lobbying the council
Less 3

Same 3

More 6

Participative
activities
Less 0

Same 4

More 9

Presentations

Less 3

Same 3

More 5

2. Is there anything that you would like GREN to do that we do not currently undertake? (9 responses)
· Feature local sustainability groups - say one/two per month

· regular publicity in local media

· Something to influence local businesses?

· Providing information about available grant funding

· campaign to get the major stores to charge £1 for plastic bags; promote local incentives for people to recycle - vouchers, awards,.; capaign to lower train fares

· shop doors closed, litter, electric charging points, air quality

3. When meeting with the local council, what issue would you consider is the most important for GREN to lobby on? For example: Transport, Planning, Sustainability, etc. (13 responses)

· You should be lobby the council to insure green groups have an input to policies which concern them, you shouldn't be lobbying on specific policies.

· Forget meeting with LA's. Sustainability = growth, to them...

· local economic development that is sustainable

· Recycling, Sustainability, Environment ... lots

· Allotment Provision

· transport

· Sustainability

· avoid waste of money and resources

· sustainability, planning, not burning wood

· not sure

· More green space.

· The most relevant topic at the time

· All of them.

4. Is there anything more that GREN could do to encourage more groups/individuals across Reading to get involved? (10 responses)

· I'm not aware of GREN doing a community activity such as tree planting so I don't see how you could do less. In any case there are other groups MUCH better qualified in Reading undertaking that sort of activity. What many of us hoped was that GREN would be a focal point for 'green' activities on Reading whereas it sometimes seems to be an extension of FoE. Nothing wrong with FoE but it can mean GREN appears to have a political agenda which because of their constitutions limits or prevents the involvement of some groups with GREN.

· More public networking events, more regularly, at more community venues, across the borough.

· see (2) above - continue to raise public awareness of what is happening, and more importantly, why.

· Maybe more participative events and group discussions would get people together

· better publicity across different medias, i.e. local papers, radio etc. about the organisation and what it does, promoting people to join.

· some people dont change their lifestyle towards green improvements because they feel i would be a drop in the ocean; Gren should work to convince them that is not

· ?

· invent another day in the week

· Lose the political bias within the committee and be more useful to group members with networking

· Attend any environmentally related event and give out flyers.

What have you used the GREN website for? (12 responses)

Reading about upcoming events
66.7%
8

Reading about the latest news
58.3%
7

Reading about local groups
50.0%
6

Using our resource pages
 
8.3%
1

Joining as a member of GREN
50.0%
6

Using membership only resources0.0%
0

Posting/responding to a message
 8.3%
1

Adding a news item
 

0.0%
0

Adding an event


33.3%
4

If you are a member of GREN, how easy was it to use the following functions on the website? (11 responses)





    Easy    Once you know how  Could be better      N/A   Response 

Join up for GREN
               45.5% (5)
  27.3% (3)

9.1% (1)
      18.2% (2)  11

Using membership only 
    20.0% (2)
  20.0% (2)

10.0% (1)
      50.0% (5)  10

Posting/responding to a msg 10.0% (1)
  30.0% (3)

0.0% (0)
      60.0% (6)  10

Adding an event

    40.0% (4)
  20.0% (2)

0.0% (0)
     40.0% (4)   10

Adding a news article            10.0% (1)
  20.0% (2)

0.0% (0)
     70.0% (7)   10

Are the current budget cuts or policy changes affecting your group? Please give a brief description below. (8 responses)

· Proposed changes in future planning regulations will make sustainability efforts much more group resource demanding.

· n/a

· It is much harder to get funding from Reading Borough Council and you have to fit your groups aims around them so that you get the money much more then before. Everything is much more event focused rather then getting on with everyday activities that our group does. So we have looked else where.

· no, but we are concerned about the future policy's on the environment and how we can maximise our publicity about them

· no some are good like the reduction of FITs

· yes . beginning to get worried re paying for routine costs like meeting rooms

· no

2. If you were part of the original GREN Yahoo! Group, is there anything more we need to add to the website that you think has been lost? (2 responses)

· n/a

· regular updates- i never get round to looking at the website now, so much less in touch- sorry

