Minutes for GREN board meeting held on 12th September 2011


Present: Paul Harper, John Hoggett, Michele Atkins, Gabriel Berry
Apologies were received from Oonagh Keller. 

1. Minutes of previous meeting

There has been no cycle forum since the last meeting.  The next official Cycle Liaison Group is due to take place in Committee Room 1 at the Civic Hall at 6 p.m. on 29th September.  Cllr Page will not be there but Cllr Gittings will be attending.  Reading Cycle Campaign have set up an independent cycle forum – first meeting at Coley Park Community Centre on Friday 16th September, 7 p.m.

GREN have tried to set up a meeting with Cllr Page with no luck so far.  It was agreed to follow up again by e-mail with a deadline of 10 days for Cllr Page to respond in order to be able to report on progress at the AGM.
2. GREN events

No progress on GREN member survey – all agreed that it is still worth doing.  Paul to send Michele a link to the survey.  Michele to send e-mail with link to all members with a “please complete by …” deadline and an option to include any other suggestions not covered by the survey.  Feedback to be collected and fed back.  John H volunteered to help with the feedback.

3. Review of website

Paul was to meet with Beth & Chin to discuss the various suggestions, including adding a Donate button to the website homepage but given the lack of funds, it was decided to wait until there was money to pay for the changes.

No progress on the Welcome Pack/User Guide.  Will ask for an enthusiastic volunteer at the AGM.

4. Follow up to Community Feed in Tariff Event 

A cheque for the balance of the Feed in Tariff Event was given to Friends of the Earth today.

5. Reading Climate Change Partnership Board

Progressing.  The Climate Change Partnership event will not be taking place in November as originally discussed.  Instead it will be held at the University in January.  There will be two objectives – feedback to interested parties, what’s been achieved so far, etc and obtaining views and absorbing them into the CCP plan of action.  There will be formal workshops for groups to participate including an emphasis on “adaptation” as well as “mitigation”.  Paul to take questions and suggestions to the next meeting on 13th September.

6. Forthcoming AGM & board member positions
Aim to hold the AGM at the end of November (last years was 29th Nov).  Michele to check room availability at RISC.  Format was agreed as AGM at 7 p.m. followed by a talk open to the public at 8 p.m. about the proposed changes to the Planning laws.  John H to invite a speaker from FoE and Alok Sharma to take part.

Gabriel will be standing down from the board and Paul will not be standing as Chair although he will stay on the board.

7. Future venues for GREN meetings

A vote of thanks was made to RVA/Stronger Together for covering meeting room costs up until now.  It was agreed that future meetings will take place in a pub or at someone’s home to keep costs down.

8. Date of next board meeting

6 p.m. Monday 31st October at Great Expectations.

The meeting closed at 8.10 pm. 
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