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Greater Reading Environmental Network,

35-39 London Street,

Reading, 

RG1 4PS

29 November 2011 

Dear Mr Sharma/Wilson MP, 

Meeting to discuss Government changes to PV Feed-in-Tariffs

A number of group members of GREN have requested that I write to you to seek an urgent meeting to apprise you of the impacts of the Government’s proposed changes to the Feed-in-Tariffs for PV (solar) electricity generation on community initiatives in Reading and to seek your support in our call for: 

· The proposed changes to be rescheduled to the original review date of April 2012, pending

· a comprehensive and strategic review of the Feed-in-Tariff system, which takes account of 

· consideration of the impact on community benefit schemes that lock-in FiT payments for the purposes of renewable energy generation or energy conservation measures in the long-term

Representatives of GREN group members Reading Energy Pioneers, Christian Ecology Link, Reading Friends of the Earth, Reading Islamic Trustees for the Environment and Transition Town Reading met to consider the nature and timing of the proposals and the lawfulness of a process that sees the measures introduced before consultation concludes. A statement of our shared concerns is attached herewith, together with an associated press release that GREN has issued today on behalf of our members. 

Volunteers from these groups have spent huge amounts of time and effort to deliver these and other local community energy schemes in Reading. Collectively through GREN, we have been working closely with the Reading Climate Change Partnership on the development of a local social enterprise to help deliver ‘a step change in renewable energy generation’ which is one of four key priorities to deliver Reading’s Sustainable Community Strategy agreed last year. All these schemes will be compromised, or dealt a fatal blow by the timing and nature of these proposals.  

We would appreciate the opportunity to meet to discuss our collective concerns with you at the earliest opportunity, and to seek your support for our call upon the Government, as set out above. We have also written to Rob Wilson/Alok Sharma, MP Reading East/West and, if it is more appropriate, we would be very happy to meet with you jointly. 

We look forward to hearing from you, 

Yours sincerely, 

Paul Harper, Chair, Greater Reading Environmental Network
